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In 1942, halfway through 
the Second World War, 

Winston Churchill’s National 
Government was already 

thinking about rebuilding the 
country after the conflict. 

Housing people whose homes
had been destroyed 

would be a major problem.



By March 1944, Churchill was ready to announce plans for 
building temporary factory-made houses, after the war. 

Prototypes of designs commissioned by the Ministry of Works 
were put on display at the Tate Gallery in May 1944.



After some members had visited 
the display at the Tate, 

Wembley Borough Council set up 
a Post-War Housing Committee 

in July 1944.

It decided ask for 428 
of these “prefab” homes, 

and was soon in discussion 
with Ministries about 

where they should be built.



In April 1945, with the end of the war in sight, Wembley was ready 
to hand over some of its open spaces, so that work could begin.



Local people soon got 
the chance to see what 

part of a “prefab” 
looked like, but those 

in need of one 
of these homes in 

Wembley and Kingsbury 
still had some time 

to wait.



Sites including the frontages of Roe Green and Silver Jubilee Parks
in Kingsbury were agreed and ready to hand over to the 

Ministry of Works by September 1945 …



… but it was not until the Spring of 
1946 that work began.



By the time of these 1947 photos, 
67 prefab homes had been built 

at Silver Jubilee Park.



The prefabs at Silver Jubilee Park were the Arcon Mk. V type. This is what 
Doris, who lived in one, wrote:

‘My husband was demobbed in January
1946. We were staying at my parent’s 
house in Elthorne Road at that time.
We moved into the prefab on 7th July. 
We had one at 130 Townsend Lane. 

We were very excited, our very first home 
with our two little boys, Edward born 1943
and Robert 1945. The prefab was all electric, 
with 2 bedrooms, 1 front 1 back, a large 
sitting come dining room with a fireplace which was supposed to heat the rooms, but 
didn’t work as most of the heat went up the chimney. 
It had a bathroom with washbasin, separate toilet off the hall. The kitchen had a nice 
cooker & fridge, with a table fixed to the wall, and a larder.’ 



Doris’s memories continue: ‘The only thing was, curtain material was 
on coupons, so I could only buy enough for   
one window. I managed to buy some plain 
material so I embroidered flowers here and        
there.      

The garden was very long, we grew veg.,
and a nice lawn and lots of flowers. 
Everyone had a shed, which was an old 
bomb shelter. 

I can remember how cold it was in the winter, the long curtains in the dining  
room used to be stuck to the metal below the window with ice, and the 
nappies on the clothes horse would be stiff with ice. Often the electric would 
go off in the mornings, so no cooking for a while. But we had happy days and 
lovely warm summers.  We really loved it there.’



The 20 prefab 
homes along 
the edge of 

Roe Green Park 
were also 

providing homes 
for families by 

the end of 1946. 

These are the 
Peters girls at 
No. 314, and 
their friends.



Curley’s Directory of Wembley 
for 1958 lists the tenants of 

the prefabs in Kingsbury Road, 
between the Swimming Pool 

and The Lodge.



Brenda lived in The Lodge
at Roe Green Park (her Dad

was the Park Keeper), so 
had prefabs next door. 

When she got married
in 1956, the prefabs at 

Silver Jubilee Park 
got into one of her 

wedding photographs!



The prefabs were only 
meant to be used for 

10 years (or 15 at most). 

The first of Kingsbury’s 
“Arcon” prefabs to be 

demolished were those 
on the dance hall site. 
They were replaced by 

permanent Council 
homes, like these at 

353-359 Kingsbury Road.



Some Roe Green Park families 
were glad to be moving 

out of their prefabs! 



Although the newspaper report was from January 1960, it was 
well into 1961 before the last of the families was re-housed, 

and the site cleared, to be returned to park land.



It was a similar position at Silver 
Jubilee Park. Doris remembered:

‘… moving out of the prefab in early July 
1961. They were pulling them down 

because they were only going to be up 
for 10 years, but they left them up 
because there were no houses to 

move the people into, at that time. 

We lived in the prefab for 15 years from 
1946 to 1961, when we moved to the 

flats at Elvin Court in Church Lane.’   



In 1946, the Ministry of 
Health raised concerns 
that Wembley had only 

identified sites for half of 
the 428 prefabs allocated

to the borough. 

The Council looked again 
at a piece of land which 
had been considered, 
but rejected, in 1944.



Work finally began on 
an estate for 114 prefabs

at the end of 1946. 

In early 1947, during one 
of the coldest winters
on record, the Council 

decided to call the road 
“Pilgrims Way”.



The Pilgrims Way prefabs were going to be of the latest design!



An AIROH bungalow was delivered from the factory in four 
sections, which could be unloaded from the back of a lorry 
and bolted together in a day, on the base prepared for it.



Unfortunately, the bases at 
Pilgrims Way were not 

ready until September 1947, 

… and there was a further delay
until the Ministry of Supply 

could deliver the first prefabs 
to the site.



It was not until the end of October 
1947 that the first families could 

move into their Pilgrims Way 
homes, and that was only 

because they were willing to 
wait for a bath to be installed!

36 of the prefabs were occupied
by early December 1947, and it

was the end of June 1948 before 
the last one was taken over.



Maureen’s family had been living with her grandparents in Wembley 
before they moved into No. 28 at the end of 1947. She remembers:

‘My parents always said just how lucky
they had been to be given an “American
style” prefab to live in with the amazing 
fitted kitchen, we had never heard of 
such a thing. Cupboards fitted on all walls,
a built-in cooker, and a ‘copper’ to do the 
washing in and the most amazing thing … 
a refrigerator. 

This fridge was my mothers pride and joy; 
she had only ever seen one in the 
“American movies”, and she cleaned it
every day.’



‘We had two large bedrooms one for Mum and Dad and the other for us kids. 
These rooms also had fitted metal wardrobes complete with drawer units 
and dressing table all built-in. 

Then the fabulous bathroom with 
its bath complete with taps. We 
had been using a tin bath that 
we hung up on a hook outside 
at my Nan’s house in Wembley. 

There was an airing cupboard all 
fitted in a very neat way allowing
plenty of storage.’



It didn’t take long for the Pilgrims Way families to settle in, 
and make the estate their home.



The community 
had an active 

Tenants’ Association, 
organising coach trips, 
Christmas parties and 
pantomime outings 

for the children,
and in 1953 …



Paul remembers:

‘… the estate road was
closed to all traffic and 
the tenants association
helped by the Mums 
and Dads organised a 
massive tea party for 
two hundred children 
in the street. It was 
even reported in the 
local newspaper with an 
accompanying picture.’



… the Coronation celebrations
included fancy dress …



… with some special guests to judge the competition!



The Pilgrims Way prefabs 
were Council homes, 
and there were some 

special rules to follow ...



… but it was a great place to grow up. Sheila remembers:

‘We were never short of play mates, so many children lived there; if you                               
waited long enough at the “green thing” someone would surely join you.

The “green thing” was a big oblong 
shaped box housing the electric    
supply for all the homes. It was the 
hub of the children’s community  
and we all treasured it, sat on it (as 
many as we could get on at once) 
climbed it, used it as a back stop 
for cricket, base for rounders, and  
generally hung around it.’



Some more views of life at Pilgrims Way in the late 1950’s …



… and two families, 
the Robsons and 

the Paynes, 
in their prefabs.



Maureen remembers her next 
door neighbours:

‘Wally was a year older than me 
and became my lifelong friend 
… the brother l never had  -
l was one of three girls. 
Wally and l always seemed to 
have some type of pet, rabbits, 
mice (which escaped from the 
makeshift cage that we put in 
my Dad’s coal shed!)
A few doors away were the 
Watts family. Their daughter 
Barbara was one of my best 
mates, but her brother Charlie 
went on to greater things ….’



Wally later put some 
of his memories of 
Pilgrims Way and 
Charlie in a letter
to a newspaper.



I sent Charlie a copy of a Brent 
Magazine article I wrote in 2011, 
to publicise our “Prefabs Project”,

and received a reply:



Charlie Watts was still living 
at 23 Pilgrims Way when 

the Rolling Stones had 
their first hits in 1963.

Later that year, the Watts 
family moved to a Council 

house at 4 Holly Grove, 
Kingsbury, and Charlie 

got married from 
there in 1964.



Although some families 
were being rehoused 

from Pilgrims Way
by the 1960’s, it was

still an important 
Council housing estate
when Wembley became 
part of Brent in 1965.



Wayne remembers:

‘I was there from about 1948 until 
we were told we had to be rehoused, 
in 1967-8.  We moved to a Council 
flat in Kings Drive, which was next 
to Pilgrims. 

Some people moved to Wembley 
and some to Kingsbury.

I had such a wonderful childhood 
living in that fantastic place.’



Gradually, the prefabs 
were emptied and 
demolished. The 

final tenants were 
rehoused in 1972.

Pilgrims Way was the
last of the Kingsbury 

(and Wembley) prefabs.



As promised when Middlesex C.C.
gave permission for prefabs to 
be built here, the land was
returned to open space …

… apart from 3 acres where a 
new “Pilgrims Way” was built.



This is Pilgrims Way now, 
part of Fryent Country Park, 
with the last remnant of a 

concrete base as a seat, 
gathering moss.



A final word on prefab homes 
and Pilgrims Way from Maureen:

‘The community spirit, the feeling 
of belonging to an extended family
that were the fellow tenants of those
prefabs. Probably above all the 
friendships and the “looking out for 
one another”, never having to lock 
your doors and so on…. Maybe 
that’s what is missing today in this 
materialistic society that we now live in.

Maybe today’s government should think on and provide prefab type   
housing for young families to live in at a rent that is affordable.’



THE END
I hope you have enjoyed these pictures and 
the memories shared by people who lived

in some of our local prefab homes.

If you have any photos or memories of local prefabs, 
please share them with Brent Archives, or with me.

Thank you.


