Prefabs newspaper cuttings from Wembley and Willesden (then L.B. of Brent from 1965), 1944 to 1972:-

THE NEWS, FRIDAY, D

RCEMBER 29, 1944

_ ALPERTON BOY
CHOSEN FOR ALL
LONDON TEAM

To Play At Bristol

A 164-year-old Alperton foot-
baller has been elected to play
for the London Federation of
Boys' Clubs in-a match against
the Federation of Bristol Boys’
Clubs at Bristol on January 27.
He is Stanley Puddephat who
Jives at 4, Stanley Park Drive.

He thus becomes 1the first
Wembley boy Lo secule such rep-
resentative honours and the first
boy footballer to be chosen to
play for London from outside
the London area.

The honour is richly deserved.
Puddephat plays at left-half for
the Alperton Youth Centre, of
which he has been a member for
two vears. He is a two-fooled
player and comes from a local
family that has a football back-
ground.

Stanley’s father and uncle,
who were populay players with
the old Wembley Institute club
years ago, played at inside-right
and oulside-left respectively.

There were three other Alper-
ton Youth Cenire players con-
sidered by the selection comittee;

K. Coote ({centre forward),
T. Rowley (right half), and B
Marks (centre half). Mr. Eddy
Mansfield, the Centye's Leader,
1told “The News” that while the
honour has come to Puddephal,
it is also shared by the Alperton
Youth Centre. “Young Pudde-
phat has a football brain, he is
a keen vreliable player and a
loyal member to  the Centre.”
gaid Mr. Mans(ield,

The Alperton Youth Centre
play In the Western Secction.of
{the London Federation of Boys'
Clubs, it is thelr first season as
members, and they remain un-
beaten in seven games, having
only drawn {wo games and
stand second in the league table.
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FACTORY-MADE HOUSES ON |

THE OPEN-SPACES

The Wembley Borough Council and the Ministry of Town and
Conntry Planning do not see eye to eyve over the location of
faciory-made houses on cerfain public open spaces.

The Town Clerk wrote 1o the Minister informing him that ihe

Council proposed to ercct 428 of these houses and xeceived a reply |

DOG RACING |

-~ Wembley Man Appealé-

A WEMBLEY man, William T\
- Boynton, aged 67, of Berk-
hamstead Avenue, was sentenced
lo two months' imprisonment at
Wealdstone last Eriday for being
. suspected person found loiter-
ing at Wembley Stadium on Noy-
ember 25, with intent to pick
pockets, t 1

Chm:ged with Boynion: w;s

who was sentenced to | three
months’ imprisonment and Ernegt
Pemberton, of Twickenbam, who
was fined £25 and  £10° 10s,
costs. Boynion and Ford were
released on bail pending &n ap-
peal. / ’
They were defended by. Mr
L. R. Hardy and Mr. W. Fordham
appeared on behall of Pember-
ton. All three pleaded not
guilty. J )
Miss A. W, Knight, prosecut-

;1 ing said Lthat Deteclive-Sergean

Brinand of Scotland Yard was
keeping observation at the Stads
ium during a dog racing meeling,
in company with another officer,
when bhe saw Pemberton collide
with a man who had just left

fotalisalor. Pemberton  was
joined by Boynten and Ford and’
they stood near the paying ous
windows watching people draw
their winnings. i
One racegoer drew a number
of one pound notes and put them:
in an mside pocket and walked
away, at the same time slowly
studying a race card. The officer
alleged that the three accuscd

separaied, Pemberton went on

the paying out window of tae |

which the Bostrwar Housing Commitiee of the Council say they

Ministry's.

The gix acres at Woodcock
Hill (the Tenterden Sports
IGroungd), 26 acres at East Lane
(the Cardinal Vaughan and Im-
perial College of Science Sports
Ground) angd 18 acres in the
vicinity of The Paddocks, are
guitable as sites for factory-
made housges, and they will com-
ment on the Council’s proposals
when  the appropriate stage is

William Ford, of Marylebong, |reached in the negoliations be-

Lween the Council and the Minis-
try of Health. :

_The Council Commiitee ' are
convinced that it would be a ret-
rograde step {o cover three
open spaces with factory-made
housing colonies and that the
Origin proposal 10 use the
{frontages only of certain open
spaces was preferable, apact
from savings arising Ifrom prox-
imity to main roads and
SEIVICEes. 2

The Wiembldy Council also
rcommunicated with the Middle-
sex County Council asking for
‘consent to the proposed scheme.
The County Council replied that
the matter would be dealt with
dn January.
This is
istands  at the present.
Town Clerk is writing o the
‘Minister of Town and Country
‘Planning expressing concern in
Tezard to the selection of three
lopen spaces and urges that the
Minister supports the Wembley
Council in ils decision to crect
the houses on open spaces front-
ages.

In the meantime. the Borough

how the position
The

Engincer and Surveyor is pre-

1

cannot accept and also consider their suggestions better than the
This is what the Minisicy indicates. :

ARNHEM MAN

WHO WAS MISSING |

IS A PRISONER

THE motler of 20-ycar-old
Dayid Williams has received
a batch of four cards from him.
They were sent from Stalag IXC
and this is the first intimation
that David, who teok part in
the battle bf Arnhem, is safe,
So far as the War Office is
concerned, DMrst Willilams has
h2ard nothing since David was
reporizd missing. He was a
member of the Parachute Regi-
ment and before joining the
forces, was employed at the
Town Hall in the Fublic Cleans=
ing department, . His home is
at 66, Bellamy Drive, Belmonl,
His cards tell that he was
wounded in the Zfoot, but has
since fully recovered. He is
working hard, feeling 100 per
cent. fit and well, receiving good
food (thanks to the Red Cross
parcels), but only 25 cigarettes
a week., David asks for informe
atlon that mzy be received of
any colleagues that were with
him at Armhem. Y

SALE OF WORK AT ST.
JAMES’ CHURCH HALL

The I\Ja‘y(a.rI and Mayoress of

RE LN N e 12 EUERR LY,

Report from “The Wembley News”,
29 December 1944, of plans to
build ‘factory-made houses’ in

the Borough of Wembley.

(The site ‘in the vicinity of
The Paddocks’ would
eventually become the
Pilgrims Way prefab estate.)



Reports from the “Willesden Chronicle” in 1945:

German P-0-W’s at work preparing prefab sites at Roundwood House, 22 June >
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Factory-Made Houses
' ““Are Marvellous”
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< First tenants move into
“The Terrace”, Priory Park
Avenue, Kilburn,
26 October.



More from the “Willesden Chronicle” in 1946:-
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Photograph of the Coronation street party at Pilgrims Way, from “The Wembley News”, 11 June 1953:-

THE NEWS, THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 1353
IT WAS PARTY TIME THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH

A1 lie children oa the pre-fub estate ut Pilgrims-way, Kingsbury, were invited to this party—and ail 200 of them came.

A report of this event on another page of the newspaper wrote:

‘Probably the biggest street party held in Kingsbury on Saturday was the one organised for 200 children of the Pilgrims-way pre-fab
estate. Six members of the Harlem Globe-trotters team arrived at mid-day to open the party and give an exhibition of their basket ball
wizardry. They also judged the fancy dress parade. Their choice was: Up to five years old, Patricia Craig (Elizabeth the 15!); 5-10 years,
Pamela Bignell (Gypsy Girl); and 10-15 years, John Gibbons (Long John Silver).’



Photograph and report from “The Wembley News”, 7 January 1960, about plans to move families from the Kingsbury Road prefabs:-

To the adults the prefabs have been a temporary expedient to help solve the post-war housing prob

“lems, but to the childrer-shown here, outside the Kingsbury-road row which is next on the Gouncil’s
IR __p_ro_g_lwe for demolition, the littie bungalows have always been 'home.”

Pre-fab tenan

forward to
moving day

JEW tears will be shed when residents of pre-fabs in

Kingsbury-road, Kingsbury, are re-housed in a few

months’ time. Maost of them can hardly wait to find out
the moving date and where they will be going.

Pre.fabs on the corner of
Old Kenton-Jane were  dis-
mantled Jast year. Now, in a
‘two-ycar drive, tho Council in-
Hends to remove from Kings-
bury the remainder of the
buildings which were put up as
a (emporiary post-war housing
expedient. o4 5

First to go will be the line
which leads up to Kingsbury
Swimming Pool. Next demoli-
tion men will start on the Silver
Jubilee estate at Townsend-Jane
and later North Wembley and
Alperton tenants will be re-
housed. The sites will be re-
‘urned to their original purpose
1S Open spaces,

Eagerly waiting

A News reporter who called
on tlenants at Kingsbury-road
found most of them eagerly
wiiting to hear their moving

ale.

Many of the familics have
lived for 13 years in houses
which were intended to last
only ten ycars, In some ¢ases
the families arc large and fen-
ants feel they have been living
under cramped conditions with
a lack of privacy and security.

Their privacy has beea shat-
leredd by the large windows
which efiable passers-by to sce
in and the thin walls which
allow voices to car?' out nto
the open. Some have been
burgled and the families feel
the buildings have been casy
prey for the thiel.

Throughout this time fenants
have cepsidered the bnildines

—

as temporary homes. No-onc
ihoughl they would be there so
ong.

Home f or eleven

Home for the past 13 years
for Mrs, M. Cole, her husband
and nine children has been a
pre-fab at 324, Kingsbury-road,
It has two bedrooms and a
lounge.

Her children's ages range
from below school age to well
into the late {eens. They have
to use all three rooms as bed-
rooms,

Mes. Cole szid this week that
she was hoping (o get a house
in Kingshury where they wonld
have a little more space,

“It has always been a
struggle, especially first thing in
the moming, when we have no
room to move until the lounge
is cleared,” she said.

Her next-door ncighbour,
Mrs, S, Browne, of 322, Kings-
bury-road, said that since
people moved into the estate
they had had more children
which had increased the prob-
lem of overcrowding. She and
her husband have five children
in their pre-fab home.

Qther residents along the line
of buildings complained of the
lack of zmenities and the bac
state of repair the prefabs were
in. They were all repaired a
few years ago but were now in
need of more attention,

Only a few will be sorry to
leave the buildings and one of
their main reasons is that they
will Jose the playing fields at
the back which make a beauti-
ful view, and their neighbours.

Tenants’ request

Eager as they are to leave the
pre-fabs, nobody wants to leave
Kingsbury. They have all asked
to be re-hewsed in the dis-
trier .

ts look

b

Council will |
not put money|
down drain

BECAUSB it is proposed to

remove the “prefab™ bun-
galows from Roe Green and
Silver Jubilee Park, Kingshury,
within the next 1wo yéars, no
gutters will be repaired or re-
placed unless the defect causes
dampness or the gulters become |
dangerous.  There are 20
* prefabs ™ af Roe Green and 67
at Silvey Jubilee Park.

The gutiers dre to be renewed
on the bungalows ul North
Wembley-terrace and Vaughan-
terrace, North Wembley, at a
cost of £80,

Wembley Council is respons-
ible for the safe custody of the
bungalows, their fittings and
c¢quipment during the period
between  their vacation and
their removal by the Ministry
of Works.

Cookers, wash-hoilers and
refrigerators (akea from  the
bungalows will be stored in one
of the council's parages at
Piper's-green, Kingsbury. The
housing manager will sk if the
council can be absolved from
its responsibility Tor the equip-
ment, while it is in storage, and
if the Ministry of Works will
pay the rent of the garsge used
for storage.

Families now living in the
prefabs will be rchoused on
‘Wembley Council estates.



The demise of the Vaughan Terrace prefabs in East Lane, at the end of 1964, is pictured in both Wembley newspapers:-
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The “Wembley Observer”, 1 January 1965 >

The gate swings eerily in the wind. This used (o be a pate to somewhere—to a home where there was laughter
and happincss. Now there is just the gate, and the home, one of the council prefabs, at Vaughan Terrace,
East-lane, North Wembley, has been removed. It was part of the planned demolition of the nearly 20-ycar-
old prefabs as other homes became available for the residents. Several families from East-lane have gone to

-

new flats at Sudbury Heights, and others ar¢ waiting to move into flats at Preston-hill




Reports on Pilgrims Way, the last of Wembley’s prefab estates, in 1965 and 1972:-

< The beginning of the end, “Wembley Observer”,
26 November 1965.

OBSERVER AND GAZETTE  Friday. Jamary 7. 1972
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Some of the prefabs at Pilorims-way, Wembley Park, which have nestled comfortably in the slopes of Barn 11l for nearly 20 years will
soon be removed but Breot Council is asking that the ares, originally part of a regional open space, should continue to be used for
housing

‘Only a few remain’, “Wembley Observer”, 7 January 1972 >

< ‘The end of an era’, “The Wembley News”, 28 January 1972.

The end of an era—and the last of the prefabs—at Pilgrims Way. Fryent Way. Wembley Park. The homes
-shown here are now due for demolition by Brent Council




